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ABOUT PCCF

The Phelps County Community Foundation was established in 1976 through an estate gift
from Irene Anderson, who envisioned the creation of a foundation to benefit Phelps
County. Her initial gift of $300,000 set the PCCF on a path to grow and significantly impact
the lives of residents in the county. As of 2024, the foundation has assets exceeding $30
million and continues to grow.

PCCF is led by a 12-member Board of Directors and currently employs three individuals.
Our organization aims to be a community leader in our county through various programs
and initiatives. PCCF has been involved in fundraising efforts for several projects,
including The Tassel, the Don Sjogren Community YMCA, the Holdrege Veterans
Memorial, and the Nebraska Prairie Museum.

PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES
o SCHOLARSHIPS - Because of the generosity of individuals, businesses, and
organizations PCCF now holds over 90 scholarship funds to support the educational
endeavors of graduating high school and college students.

e GRANTS - We partner with nonprofits to help them secure the funding they need to
grow and thrive. PCCF has multiple grant opportunities for organizations in Phelps
County to take advantage of including PCCF, Pearson Fund, and Women's' Giving
Group.

e give2GROW - Is an annual giving day
hosted by the Phelps County Community 3
Foundation in November. This charitable £
event aims to connect donors with
organizations that perform impactful
and vital work in Phelps County.
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SCHOLARSHIP TIMELINE

DECEMBER 1

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION OPENS TO STUDENTS AND THE LINK IS
AVAILABLE ON THE PCCF WEBSITE WWW.PHELPSFOUNDATION.ORG.

FEBRUARY 15

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE DUE AND MUST BE SUBMITTED BY 11:59
P.M. TO BE ELIGIBLE. PLEASE MAKE SURE TO FOLLOW UP WITH YOUR
THIRD-PARTY REQUESTS (GUIDANCE COUNSELOR AND/OR REFERENCES)
TO ENSURE THEY UPLOAD THE REQUIRED INFORMATION BY FEBRUARY
15TH FOR YOUR APPLICATION TO BE CONSIDERED COMPLETE.

MARCH-APRIL

PCCF SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE AND OTHER OUTSIDE REVIEW
COMMITTEES BEGIN REVIEWING APPLICATIONS AND WILL MEET TO
DETERMINE THE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS.

MAY
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS WILL BE ANNOUNCED.
¢ HIGH SCHOOL RECIPIENTS ARE TYPICALLY NOTIFIED IN MAY AT
HONORS NIGHT OR GRADUATION.
e COLLEGE STUDENTS WILL BE NOTIFIED AROUND THE MIDDLE OF MAY

JUNE
SCHOLARSHIP ACCCEPTANCE FOLLOW UP FORMS ARE DUE

JULY-AUGUST

STUDENT WILL NEED TO COMPLETE A VERIFICATION OF ENROLLMENT
FORM. (THIS DOES NOT NEED TO BE COMPLETED UNTIL YOU GO TO
COLLEGE IN THE FALL). FUNDS WILL BE SENT TO COLLEGE ONCE THE FORM
IS RECEIVED.

PCCF SCHOLARSHIPS | 2




GETTING STARTED

Thank you for your interest in applying for a scholarship through the Foundation. These
scholarships are made possible by generous individuals, families, and organizations who
wish to support others in their pursuit of higher education.

PCCF UNIVERSAL APPLICATION

PCCF uses a “universal application,” which means that as you complete your application,
the information you provide will make you eligible for all the scholarships for which you
qualify. The more details you include in your application, the more scholarships you may
be considered for, so be sure to be as thorough as possible. This single application will
determine your eligibility for over 90 different scholarship opportunities based on the
information you provide.

If you would like to view all the scholarships offered by PCCF, please visit our Scholarship
Directory available on our website.

CREATE ACCOUNT/SIGN IN
The link to the scholarship application can be found on PCCF's website,
www.phelpsfoundation.org / What We do / Scholarships / Apply Now.

Create an account using a personal email address instead of a school email, as you will not
have access to your school email account after graduation. PCCF will communicate with
you via email throughout the scholarship process, so it is essential to use a personal email
address.

There are also tutorials on the "Log On" page for quick reference under click here for help.
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COMPLETING THE APPLICATION

TRANSCRIPTS

Official transcripts from colleges will need to be uploaded by the student. If you cannot
upload it yourself, please email it to Lacy Chapman at lchapman@phelpsfoundation.org
and she will be able to upload it to your application.

Any high school student taking college courses will need to also submit a transcript for all
of the classes they have taken while in high school.

High school students will have their transcripts, class rank, GPA, and ACT score entered
into their application by their guidance counselor.

SHOWCASE YOUR STORY

Your personal essays, along with any additional essays you write, allow you to highlight
why you are a strong candidate for a scholarship. Make sure to craft a narrative that is
engaging and personal, while also remembering not to include your name in any of your
essays.

GRAMMAR & SPELLING MATTERS

It’s essential that your scholarship essays are polished. We strongly encourage you to have
someone else proofread your application before submitting it. Reviewers are evaluating
many applications and face difficult decisions. Poor grammar and spelling errors can lead
to your application being overlooked.

SHARE YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Please provide as much detail as possible about your activities, community service, work
experience, church involvement, awards, honors, and anything else you are proud of in
your application. The more information you include, the greater your chances may be of
qualifying for additional scholarships!
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COMPLETING THE APPLICATION

REFERENCES

When preparing your application, it’s important to select your references early. This
ensures you have a backup in case one of your references is unable to complete their form
on time. The individuals you choose to recommend you can significantly impact your
application.

You can submit one academic reference, like a teacher or professor who knows your
school work well. The rest of your references should come from individuals like
employers, coaches, or mentors who can talk about your character and potential. Make
sure to choose someone who can share specific examples of your strengths and support
your application.

Keep in mind that family members can only be references if they are also your employer.
Current board or staff members from PCCF cannot be your references either.

Think about whether your reference can add valuable insights about you. Sometimes what
they share can really help your application stand out, especially if they know things about
you that you didn’t mention.

You won'’t be able to see what your references write, but you will know if they have
completed the online form. This way, you can follow up with them to make sure everything
is submitted on time.
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Phelps County Community Foundation Scholarships

2026 Scholarship Criteria

Scholarship Name Statlfs at' Schoc.JI/Residency GPA | College Major College/University Other Additional Requirements
Application Requirement to be used at
. . Graduating . Technical or Trade
Nellie Cole Scholarship Senior Holdrege High School N/A | Open School
College,
. . Graduating Former Orleans School University,
Orleans High School Scholarship Senior Dist. #530 Resident N/A | Open Technical or
Vocational School
Graduating Senior Involvement in
Graduatin residing in Phelps College, school
Otis E. & Dora P. Mundell . & & P . University, b
. Senior or County or Graduate ofa | N/A | Nursing . community &
Scholarship . Technical or .
Graduate Phelps County High . work experience
Vocational School .
School considered
Participation in
high school
Parker Sturgis Memorial Graduating Wilcox-Hildreth High N/A Open Technical or . Igortssc szsool &
Scholarship Senior School P Vocational School ports, .
community
activities
College Involvement in
Graduating Univfrslit educational,
Patrick Family Scholarship Senior, Graduate | Phelps County Resident | 2.0 | Open Technicalycljr community & Essay
or GED Recipient . church activities
Vocational School .
considered
Phelps County Community ﬁ’rraec\lltijjji oreE Ezlil\ffreslit Be at least 25 yrs
Foundation Non-Traditional . Phelps County Resident | 2.0 | Open . v, y
. recipients may Technical or as of Feb. 28th
Scholarship .
reapply) Vocational School
College,
Phelps Cgunty Community ‘ Graf:luating (Pitae:jzsafc:izlén;znior AND 30 | Open University, 3.0 GPA or Top
Foundation (PCCF) Scholarship Senior . Technical or 1/3 of class
Phelps County Resident .
Vocational School
Coll
PCCF College Student . o’leee, Completed at
Scholarship —In Memory of lvan | Graduate Phelps County High 3.0 | Open University, least one year of
P Y School Graduate ' P Technical or ¥

& LeonaBelle Kipp

Vocational School

college
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VINCENT & MILDRED ABRAHAMSON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

4 Scholarships | Minimum of $1,250 u

* Reside within Holdrege School Dist. #44, Funk School Dist. #74 OR Axtell School District #501 boundaries

* Be a graduating senior; previous years’ recipients are eligible to apply

* Plan to enroll full-time at any college, technical or trade school

* Career goals should include traditional service fields such as, but not limited to, carpentry, electronics, mechanics,
nursing, teaching, social services

* Have earned a cumulative GPA of at least 2.0 on a 4.0 scale

* Consistent involvement and leadership in extracurricular activities, church activities, and community service, and/or
have demonstrated commitment and responsibility through work experience

WILCOX AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP

2 Scholarships | $500 u
* Must be a graduating senior of Wilcox-Hildreth High School planning to attend on a full-time basis first year at an

accredited college, university, technical or vocational school
* Must have earned 2.0 GPA while in high school

In 150 words or less, describe your future plans and goals and how this scholarship will help you
meet those goals.

WALTER & ELSIE STARK MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

1 Scholarship | $500 -

* Be planning to enroll full-time during the fall semester of the following academic year in an accredited, tax-exempt
school or institution of higher learning in the state of Nebraska, leading to either a two-year or four-year degree or
certificate, or an advanced degree or certificate in any field of study

* A graduating senior or graduate of Loomis School District #55 OR have received his/her G.E.D. and be a
resident/former resident of the Loomis School District #55

* The donor desires to award said scholarship to students displaying a strong potential to succeed in his/her pursuit of
higher education as evidenced by involvement in extracurricular activities, work experience, and educational
achievements.

* Preference will be given to a student who has shown continued academic improvement over his/her high school career
as evidenced by his/her high school transcript report

WILLIAM & MARGARET RICHARDS SCHOLARSHIP

1 Scholarship | Varies but will not be less than $2,000 u

* A graduating senior of Holdrege High School

* Ranked in the top 35% of his/her class academically

* Planning to enroll full-time in a four-year course of study

* Character and nonacademic activities are the primary considerations

Include a short statement telling why you think you should receive this scholarship.
The scholarship is paid in two (2) installments. The first is paid at the beginning of the first semester. The second, paid at
the beginning of the second semester, is contingent upon the PCCF receiving written proof of the student maintaining a

first semester GPA of not less than 2.0 on a 4.0 scale or its equivalent.
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WILLIS AND ALICE HOLSCHER SCHOLARSHIP
1 Scholarship | $1,500 A

* Be enrolled full time in an accredited, tax-exempt school or institution of higher learning in the State of Nebraska,
leading to either a two or four year degree or certificate, in any field of study

* Have completed two academic years (4 semesters) of college if enrolled in an accredited college or university, or have
completed one academic year (2 semesters) of trade school if enrolled in an accredited trade school

* Must have maintained a passing grade during his/her higher education

* Must have graduated from Bertrand High School

* Some display of character and non-academic activities

Submission of a statement as to what he/she has accomplished in the past 2 years and his/her plans fo
the next 2 years if attending a four-year college. If the student is attending a two-year college, the student must submit a
statement as to what he/she has accomplished in the past year and his/her plans for the next year.

YOUTH GOLF SCHOLARSHIP
1 Scholarship | Amount Varies A

* Be a graduate or graduating senior of Holdrege High School

* Plan to enroll or be a current student at any college, technical, trade school

* Have a GPA of 3.0 or better

* Have been a member of Holdrege High School Golf team during their senior year in High School
* Be enrolled as a full time or part time student
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